Thinking historically means interpreting
historical events, developments, or
processes in light of the surrounding historical
context. It also means understanding key
information about a historical source, such as
its purpose, perspective, andreliability as a
piece of evidence.

Directions: Read the following primary source. Then, answer the
questions on contextualization that follow. The multiple choice
questions for this formative assessment are Weighted Multiple Choice
(WMC) questions. This means that there is only one incorrect answer,
but the other 3 choices are weighted. The best answer is 3 points, the
second-best answer is 2 points, and the third-best answer is 1 point.
The incorrect answer is 0 points.
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Formative Assessment: Contextualization and Sourcing

This document deals with Athens commemorating the first year of war
with Sparta.

Source: Thucydides, “Pericles Funeral Oration” in History of the Peloponnesian
War, 431 B.C.E. Translated by Richard Hooker, 1996.

Note: Pericles led the Athenian army at the start of the Peloponnesian War, which was
fought between Athens and Sparta. Ancient Greek historian Thucydides wrote the
speech in his book History of the Peloponnesian War.

Our [Athenla n] government ““ company of Athenians and of ftrangers.

doeS not COpy our  We are happy in a form of government which cannot envy the

) ' i £ Ia\vs. of our neighbors; ——- for it hath ferved as a model to others,

ne|ghbors , but is an example ““ but is original at Athens. And this our form, as committed not

. “ to the few, but to the whole body of the people, is' called a de-

to them. It IS true that we are *“ macracy.  How different foever in a private capacity, we all enjoy
Ca”ed a democracy’ fOF the ‘: the- fame general. equality our laws? fitted to prcfer‘veA; and fu- g

perior honours, juft as we excel. #The public adminiftration is)

administration is in the hands
of the many and not of the

few... | Book I.. The PELOPONNESIAN War. 153

| < -countenance of difcontent, which pains tho’ it cannot punifh -----

i ili | < fo that in private life we converfe together without diffidence or

Then' agaln’ Our mlllta ry | ¢ damage, whilft we dare not on any account offend againft the

tra|n|ng iS in many respects | ¢ Public through the reverence we bear to the magiftrates and the

. | ¢ laws, chiefly to thofe enaéted for redrefs of the injured, and to

Su perlor tO that Of our ¢ thofe umwritten, a breach of which is allowed difgrace. Our

. 0 Q ¢ laws have further provided for the mind moft frequent intermif-

adversa ries. OUF Clty IS ¢ fions of care by the appointment of public recreations and facri-

fices ¢ throughout the year, elegantly performed with a peculiar

th rown Open tO the WOI’|d, pomp, the daily delight of which is a charm that puts melancholy
though and we never expel a

foreigner and prevent him

to flight. 'The grandeur of this our Athens caufeth the produce of
the whole earth to be imported here, by which we reap a familiar
enjoyment, not more of the delicacies of our own growth, than of

thofe of other nations.
« In the affairs of war we excel thofe of our enemies, who ad-

from Seelng or Iearnlng B < here to methods oppofite to our own. For we lay open Athens
i i P« to general reforf, nor ever drive any ftranger from us whom either
a nyth I ng Of WhICh the Secret B« improvement or curiofity hath brought amongft us, left any enemy

{hould hurt us by fecing what is never concealed. 'We place not

If revealed to ai enemy mlght | fo great a confidénce in the preparatives and artifices of war, as in
prOfit him We rely not upon b < the native warmth of our fouls impelling us to action. - In point
’ q B <« of education, the youth of fome people are inured by a courfe of
ma nagement or trlee ry but || laborious exercife, to fupport toil and hardfhip like men; but we,
' } <« notwithftanding our eafy and elegant way of life, face all the dan-
upon our own hearts a nd t¢ gers of war as intrepidly as they. ‘This may be proved by facts,
1 fince the Lacedzmonians never invade our territories, barely with

hands. And in the matter of

education, whereas they

their own, but with the united ftrength of all their confederates.
from ea rly yOUth are aIWayS l‘ 6 Befide the valt number of feftivals, times public games,

1
]
]

§: « But, when we invade the dominions of our neighbours, for the

B« moft part we conquer without difficulty in an enemy’s country

- the prefidents in courfe

which were celebrated at Athens with pom-  offered up [';xcri_ﬁces every morning conftant=

1y for the public welfare.

u n d e rg O I n g I a bo r I O u S ; pous proceffions, coftly facrifices, and fome 5 Pl i
|

A . Vor. L
exercises which are to make ) ‘
Image of Pericles’ Funeral Oration taken from The

them brave' we live at ease, . History of the Peloponnesian War, translated by
and yet are equally ready to | william Smith, 1753. This copy was Thomas
face the perils which they Jefferson's and now resides in the Thomas
face Jefferson Library Collection Library of Congress.
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Formative Assessment: Contextualization and Sourcing

1. Each of the following statements is a historical fact that is
related to the above document. Which historical fact best
helps to contextualize the purpose of the above
document? In other words, which fact best helps us
understand why this document was written?

A. Pericles was the leader of the Athenian army and
helped to guide the city through hardship.

B. Pericles was giving a speech memorializing the dead
for their sacrifice, which was a traditional practice in
Ancient Athens.

C. During the Golden Age of Athens, Pericles
contributed significantly to the development of a
flourishing cultural and democratic society.

D. Ancient Athens is known for its focus on the arts,
literature, and philosophy, all of which influenced
future Western civilizations.

2. Justify your choice in the space below.
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1. Each of the following statements is a historical fact that is
related to the above document. Which historical fact best
helps to contextualize the purpose of the above
document? In other words, which fact best helps us
understand why this document was written?

A. Pericles was the leader of the Athenian army and
helped to guide the city through hardship. [EX015)

B. Pericles was giving a speech memorializing the dead
for their sacrifice, which was a traditional practice in

Ancient Athens. [EFS15))

C. During the Golden Age of Athens, Pericles
contributed significantly to the development of a
flourishing cultural and democratic society. [(I300)

D. Ancient Athens is known for its focus on the arts,
literature, and philosophy, all of which influenced
future Western civilizations.

2. Justify your choice in the space below.

Choice B, worth 3 points, is the most helpful statement for
contextualizing the purpose of the primary source, as it provides the
purpose of his speech as memorializing the dead. Choice A is also
helpful, and therefore worth 2 points, because it provides further
insight into Pericles’ role as a leader in motivating Athenian society
through the war. Choice C, provides background to the historical
moment in Athens, and is worth 1 point. Lastly, Choice D, while
providing information about Ancient Athens is unrelated to the purpose
of the document.
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1. Weighted Multiple Choice

3 points 2 points 1 point 0 points
(Choice B) (Choice A) (Choice C) (Choice D)
Subtotal: _____ /3

2. Short Answer: Justify Your Answer

3 points 2 points 1 point O points
Student Student Student'’s Student either
thoroughly thoroughly justification of makes no attempt
justifies their justifies their their choice (either | to justify their
choice of the best | choice of either the 1 or 2 point choice OR tries to
fact—which was the 1 or 2 point option) lacks deep | justify the O point
worth three points | option from the analysis. option.
as shown on the WMC question.
teacher key—that | OR
would help Student's
contextualize the justification of the
purpose of the 3 point option
source. needs deeper

analysis.

Subtotal: /3
Total: __ /6
=
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