
Thinking historically means identifying the 
evidence related to a claim, assessing its 

validity, and corroborating it by comparing 
multiple sources' interpretations of events, 

developments, or processes.

Formative Assessment:
Evaluating Evidence
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Directions: Read the following secondary source and then answer the 
questions on evaluating evidence that follow. The multiple choice 
questions for this formative assessment are Weighted Multiple Choice 
WMC) questions. This means that there is only one incorrect answer, 
but the other 3 choices are weighted. The best answer is 3 points, the 
second-best answer is 2 points, and the third-best answer is 1 point. 
The incorrect answer is 0 points.
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Source: Hernán Cortés, “Second Letter to Spanish Emperor Charles V,” October 30, 1520.
Translated by Francis Augustus MacNutt, 1908.

It is believed that [the Aztecs] must 
have some system of justice for 
punishing the wicked, because one of 
the natives of this province stole some 
gold from a Spaniard, and I told this to 
that Magiscatzin, the greatest lord 
among them. After making their 
investigation, they pursued him to a 
city which is near there, called 
Churultecal, whence they brought him 
prisoner, and delivered him to me with 
the gold, telling me that I might 
chastise him. I thanked them for the 
diligence they took in this, but told 
them that, inasmuch as I was in their 
country, they might chastise him 
according to their custom, and that I 
did not wish to meddle with the 
punishment of their people while I was 
in their country. 

They thanked me for this, and took him 
with a public crier, who proclaimed his 
offence, leading him through the great 
market place, where they put him at 
the foot of a sort of theatre, and with a 
loud voice again published his offence. 
And all having seen him, they beat him 
on the head with sticks until they killed 
him. We have seen many others in the 
prisons, who, it is said, were confined 
there for thefts, and other offences 
they had committed. The above printed copy of the text on 

the right is written in Castilian Spanish 
and was published by Jacobo 
Cromberger in 1522 in Seville, Spain. A 
digital version is available from at the 
Library of Congress.

https://www.loc.gov/item/2021666768/
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  2.   Justify your choice in the space below.

1. Select the piece of evidence from the above document that best 
supports the claim: The Aztecs had a sophisticated government 
with a clear system of justice.

A. “but told them that, inasmuch as I was in their country, they 
might chastise him according to their custom...ˮ

B. “And all having seen him, they beat him on the head with sticks 
until they killed him.ˮ

C. “one of the natives of this province stole some gold from a 
Spaniard…ˮ

D. “We have seen many others in the prisons, who, it is said, were 
confined there for thefts, and other offences they had 
committed.ˮ



  2.   Justify your choice in the space below.

Choice D, worth 3 points, is the best piece of evidence to support the 
claim that the Aztecs had a sophisticated government and system of 
justice. It reveals that the Aztecs had prisons and imprisoned people for 
theft, which would ensure order and peace between neighbors within 
the society. Choice A also supports the claim, since Cortes notes that 
they have a “customˮ for punishment, but it isnʼt quite as detailed as 
Choice D. Choice B is only worth 1 point, because it implies that there 
was a system of justice, but not a sophisticated government. Lastly, 
Choice C is worth 0 points because it provides no clues to prove that 
the claim is true.
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1. Select the piece of evidence from the above document that best 
supports the claim: The Aztecs had a sophisticated government 
with a clear system of justice.

A. “but told them that, inasmuch as I was in their country, they 
might chastise him according to their custom...ˮ  2 points)

B. “And all having seen him, they beat him on the head with sticks 
until they killed him.ˮ  1 points)

C. “one of the natives of this province stole some gold from a 
Spaniard…ˮ 0 points)

D. “We have seen many others in the prisons, who, it is said, were 
confined there for thefts, and other offences they had 
committed.ˮ  3 points)



1. Weighted Multiple Choice 

3 points 
Choice D

2 points 
Choice A

1 point 
Choice B

0 points 
Choice C

Subtotal:    _______/ 3

2.    Short Answer: Justify Your Answer

3 points 2 points 1 point 0 points

Student 
thoroughly 
justifies their 
choice of the best 
piece of 
evidence—which 
is worth three 
points as shown 
on the teacher 
key—that supports 
the claim.

Student 
thoroughly 
justifies their 
choice of either 
the 1 or 2 point 
option from the 
WMC question. 
OR
Studentʼs 
justification of the 
3 point option 
needs deeper 
analysis.

Studentʼs 
justification of 
their choice (either 
the 1 or 2 point 
option) lacks deep 
analysis.

Student either 
makes no attempt 
to justify their 
choice OR try to 
justify the 0 point 
option.

Subtotal:    _______/ 3

Total: ______/6
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