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Movers & Shakers

Strategies for Teaching Historical Thinking Through Movement

Artifact Exploration Stations: Students rotate through stations examining replicas or

images of historical artifacts, engaging with primary sources to draw conclusions
about different historical periods and cultures. This hands-on approach allows
students to connect with history tangibly, fostering a deeper understanding of the
past.

Charades: In this activity, students act out significant historical events, figures, or
concepts without speaking while their peers guess the subject. This engaging game
encourages students to think creatively and reinforces their knowledge of historical
content through active participation.

Concept Carousel: Groups of students rotate around the classroom to different
charts, each with a historical concept or question. Students answer the question
and add their insights, building on others’ ideas. This collaborative method
encourages discussion and helps students synthesize diverse perspectives on
historical topics.

Fact or Fiction: Students are presented with statements about historical events and
must determine whether they are true or false. Two areas of the room should be
designated for fact and fiction. After reading each statement, students will move to
the correct area. This activity sharpens critical thinking skills and reinforces factual
knowledge by challenging students to discern historical accuracy.

Four Corners: The teacher poses a historical question with multiple correct answers.
Such as “What event most directly led to the American Revolution?” Designate each
corner as cause of the war and students move to a corner of the room that
represents their chosen answer. This activity encourages students to take a stance
and engage in discussions, defending their choices and learning from their peers.

Gallery Walk: Students create visual presentations on historical topics and display
them around the classroom. As they walk through the gallery, they view and discuss
each other’s work, enhancing their understanding through peer learning and visual
engagement.

Historical Debate Walk: Students assume the roles of historical figures or groups
and walk through a series of debates on key issues from the past. This activity
promotes critical thinking, public speaking skills, and a deeper understanding of
historical perspectives.
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Living Museum: Students research historical figures and events, then present their
findings by embodying these figures in a living museum format. Visitors to the
museum (classmates) interact with the "exhibits," asking questions and learning
through dynamic, first-person narratives.

Role Playing: Students take on the roles of historical figures or common people
from a specific era to reenact historical events or daily life. This immersive
experience helps students understand different perspectives and the complexities
of historical events.

Scavenger Hunt: When studying a particular era or topic, such as Industrialization,
Progressivism, or Civil Rights, students search for related historical facts, artifacts,
or documents around the classroom or school. This interactive activity helps
students see the way history has impacted and continues to influence their daily
lives.

Stand Up, Sit Down: The teacher reads statements about historical events or
figures, and students stand if they believe the statement is true and sit if they
believe it is false. This quick and active game helps reinforce historical knowledge
and keeps students engaged.

Speed Dating: Students role-play as historical figures and have brief "speed dates"
with classmates, discussing key facts and events related to their characters. This
fast-paced interaction helps students quickly learn about various figures and
events in a memorable way.

Walk and Talk: Students pair up and walk around the classroom or school grounds
while discussing a specific historical topic or question. This movement-based
discussion encourages active engagement and helps students articulate their
thoughts in a relaxed setting.

Wall Post-Its: Students write key historical facts, questions, or insights on Post-It
notes and stick them on a designated wall space. This collaborative activity allows
for a visual accumulation of knowledge and encourages students to interact with
the material and each other’s contributions.

Venn Diagram Hula Hoops: Students use hula hoops to create large Venn diagrams
on the floor and categorize historical events, figures, or concepts into similarities
and differences. This visual and physical activity helps students organize and
compare information effectively.
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